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Tue design of Tur Liseran Caristian is to —— ¥; ’ me can ee with ma 
promote inquiry and the knowledge of 'l'rue Religion. | idea of an atonement, than that of our ‘T'rint- 
{ts pages are open te all parties. Nothing is required | tarian brethren : for they all must, and do be- 
of Correspondents but to abstain fiom every thing in-| lieve, that Jesus suffered only in his human 
decorous. nature. [t would be too monstrous to sup- 


vee | pose that Almighty God himself wept in ago- 


CHRIST, THOUGH NOT GOD, IS AN ALL-SUFFI- 
CIENT SAVIOUR. 


THere is prevalent a great misapprehen- 
sion upon this point. Many persons suppose 
that unless we believe Christ to be the Su- 
preme God, we cannot regard him as our all- 
sufficient Saviour. 

Bur if, as we all most sacredly believe, 
God himself is the original author of all the 
blessings of our redemption, to doubt the 
sufficiency of Him, whom he has sent to dif- 
fuse them, what is it, but to doubt the suffi- 
giency of God himself? Does then the effica- 
cy of these blessings depend in the least on 
the dignity of the instrument employed to 
impart them ? Could not God, if it were his 
pleasure, of the very stones, raise up children 


to Abraham? Could he net communicate 
enough of power to any boing he haz created, 


to eflect any purpose which he sees to be 
best ? And shall it be said that his beloved 
Son, whom he hath sanctified and sent into 
the world, and on whom he hath poured his 
spirit without measure, is still not competent 
to the work assigned to him, unles3 we sup- 
pose that he shares the throne and divides the 
honors of his Father and our Father, of his 
Goa and our God ? Thacher’s Sermon. 


+o 


THE DOCTRINE OF THE TRINITY WHOLLY IN- 


ny—that he whose nature is impassible, en- 
dured the severest tortures—that the Crea- 
tor of the Universe was the scorn and mock- 
ery of his sinful creatures, died by their 
hands, and left, for three days, the universe 
without a governor ! nature without a God!! 
This is too horrible to be directly maintain- 
ed by any one.” As therefore, the divine 
nature could not suffer, it was man alone, on 
this theory, that died for us ; and however un- 
willing to Se so conjoined, it is certain that 
every I'rinitarian precisely agrees with the 
Socirian whom he so much abhors. 

What a lesson is it of the futility of these 
unholy disputes, to find, that they, who seem 
at the farthest remove from their oppouents, 
after filling the world with the noise of their 
contention, and bringing accumulated cis- 


grace on the cause of Christ, do yet, after all 
practically meet and unite in exactly the same 





conclusion.—ih, 





*We had supposed the belief, that God himself 
died upon the cross, to be too monstrous to be held 
by any one. But (as was stated in No. 4. p. 26) we 
find that some of the less wise among Trinitarians, 
| unable to comprehend the subtilties, by which the wi- 
| ser avoid this obvious inference from the doctrine of 
| the deity of Christ, do really believe it. 

We have met with another notion equally shock- 
ing. We have heard it declared—that although only 
‘the human nature of Jesus died, yet the divine na- 
‘ture was so united in him as to aggravate his suffer- 
|ings to such a degree, that they were equivalent to 





CONSISTENT WITH THE DOCTRINE OF THE | the sum of sufferings due to all sinners. 


ATONEMENT. 
A circumsTance which has prevented 


| Such notions are the legitimate offspring of Myste- 
ry and system-making, O that men would derive all 
their opinions respecting God and Christ from the 


men from taking a calm and ‘mpartial survey Bible. 





of this subject is, ite supposed connexion with | 
what is called the doctrine of the Atone-| 
ment. Weshall give hereafter such views| Keep your mind always open to receive 
of the connexion of the death of our Lord! Truth, and never set limits to your own im- 
with human salvation, as seem to us just and | provement. Be always ready to hear what 
evangelical, |may be objected even against your favorite 

We shall only remark, at present, that) opinions, and those which have had longest 
there is no view of the nature of our Say-| possession of your assent. And if there 
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should be any new an@ uncontrolable evi | adduced, in which the plural pronoun is 
dence brought against these old and beloved| so used. Upon this fact alone, we think, 
sentiments, do not wink youreyes fast against| we might rest in consdence that common 
the jight, bot part with any thing for the sake | sense, if left to itself, woutd decide in our 
of Truth. Wemember when you overcome | favor. 
an Error you gain Truth; the victory is 00| But we have more to oer. It is well 
your side, and the advantage is all your own. | known that, in most if not in all languages, 
Dr, Watts. | persons of great power and dignity, some. 
times speak of themselves in the plural num- 
‘ber. It is usual for the princes and great 
ARGUMENT FOR THE TRINITY FROM THE USE! menof the earth to express their desires and 
or THE worDs US ann OUR. intentions by saying, ‘It is pur pleasure,””»— 
‘* Given at our palace,” “ Let us go to such 
|a place,’”? “ We command this or that.” 


+o 


Anotner proof ofa plurality (supposed to 
be a Trinity) of persous in the Godhead, 
much insisted on, is the oceasional use of the| The Ecriptures present various examples 
plural pronouns, US and OUR, when God | of this universal custom. Thus, (1. Kings 
is represented speaking of himeelf. xii. 6.) when Rehoboam asks the opinion of 

Genesis i. 26. And God said let US make | the old men concerning the reply to be made 


man in OUR image, after OUR likeness ec. to an important request of the Israelitish 
: vs _. | ation, he says to them, ‘ How do ye advise, 
Genesis ili. 22, dnd the Lord God sazd,! that | may answer this people ?” But when he 
Behold the man is become as one of US, to! consults the young men, (verse 9) he assumes 
fnew gos ane tou. | a higher tone, and says, ‘ what counsel give. 
Genesis xi. 7. Go to, le? US go down and ye that we may answer this people ”’ see also 
there confound their language. | the parallel place ; 2 Chronicles x. 6, 9. 


Isaran vi. 8. Also I heard the voice of the| The letter of Artaxerxes, king of Persia, in 
Lord, saying, whom shall I send, andwho wili reply to the recommendation that he would 
go for US, | puta stop to the rebuilding of Jerusalem, 


These, we believe, are all the passages that | commences in these terms; (Ezra iv.. 18) 


can be found, in which God is represented as| ‘ Phe letter, which ye sent unto us, hath been 
plainly read hofara moa. 





using the plural pronevuy when speaking of) 


himself; whereas there are thousands of in.-| 
stances, in which the singular pronoun is used. | 
Now if it be fair to infer from the former, 
that there are a plurality of persons in the 
Godhead, surely it is equally fair to infer from 
the latterthat there is but one person in the 





Nor is this language used only by kings. 
Our Saviour, (John tii. 11. 12.) savs to Nic- 
odemus,‘ Verily, Verily, J say unto you, we 
speak that we do know, and testify that we 
have seen, and ye receive not our witness - 
if J have told you earthly things, and ye be- 





Godhead. Here then we have a flat contra- | lieve not, how shall ye believe if / tell you of 
diction, which no subtlety can reconcile.— | heavenly things 7? Here Jesus Christ not on- 
Even those who can believe that there are ly calls himself J, but likewise we. Is it to 
three persons in one God, will not pretend to| be inferred from the latter circumstance, that 
pclieve that there are three persons and yet) several persons were united in him ? 


jut one person in that one God. | The Apostle Paul, when he speaks of his 
Trinitarians, we think, cannot deny that, own feclings and condition, uses the plural 
our inference from the use of the singular, pronouns, We, Us, Our, almost as frequently 
pronoun isas fair astheirinference from the| as the singular pronouns, J, Me, Mine; but no 
use ofthe plural pronoun, But it must be| one, reading his Epistles, imagines that he in- 
apparent that both inferences cannot be cor-| tended to represent himself as a plurality of 
rect; one or the other therefore must be! persons. 
given up. Which shallit be? which is best. 


supported? Let the following facts decide. If therefore we consider how common 


throughout the world has been the use of plu- 
_ There are, as we said above, thousands of| ral pronouns to express the dignity and au- 
instances in which God uses the singular pro-| thority of the speaker, and that in tbe scrip- 
noun when speaking of himself; there are, on| tures this phraseology is employed by a 
the contrary, only four or five instances to be | Prophet, an Apostle or a Prince, we cannot be 
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surprised, that ta these instances the king of 'cit subjection to the creed of a master: 
kings, should employ the same majestic lan | which is expressed by degrading and und 
wage. | valuing our reason or refusing ifs use, and 


The wonder is that the examples are so | thus becoming prepared to receive absurdi- 7 
rare. Perhaps this form of expression was’ ties, contradictions, and impossibilities for di- 
in general studiously avoided, in orcer to pre-| vine tnstructions. We think it to be doing 
serve the great doctrine of the Unity of God no honor to our sacred books to be ready to 
as one person, from the possibility of misap-| believe both sides of a direct contradiction, 
prebension., + because we think we find them thcre. We 

In the few pacsages therefore in which Je-' are satisfied, from the very circumstance that 
hovah speaks of himself in the plural number, | it is a contradiction, or an absurdity, that we 
we believe he is represented as using the| must have misunderstood wha‘ we there read. 
language of ‘ Majesty according to the practice! We suspend our faith, and epply ourselves 
ot earthly potentates.’ Itis agreeable to the! with all the aids that reason, learning, indus- 
established usages of speech, for a single per- | (ry supply to ascertain the source of our error, 
son to employ the plural pronouns We, Us,| and to discover the truth. We believe that 
Our, in order to denote his dignity and au- | Unitarians, by doing this, have done mach (o- 
thority ; whereas there is no rule, according | wards relieving our religion from articles of 
to which several persons can speak of them- | faith, and the Scriptures from opinions at- 
selves by the use of the singular pronouns, | tributed to them, which they never taught, 
I,Me, Mv. Let then the serious and candid | which have been a reproach to our religton, 
inquirer make his choice; whether he will) and the occasion of its being rejected by ma- 
yield to the authority of thousands of passages | ny ; who would gladly have received all it 
wherein God is represented as using the sin | has taught, had it been presented to them un- 
gular proaoun when speaking of himself,) mixed with the absurdities and impossibilities, 
which teach that God is only one person and | with which they have seen it associated in 


could not by any laws of language be used by | popular creeds. Dr. Ware's Letters. 

several persons ; or whether he will, on the, 

other hand, found his belief that tbere are | —~54O— 

three persons in the Godhead, upon four pas- | i a 
«sages In which God is represented as speak | JEREMY TAYLOR. ' 
ing of himself by a plural pronoun, which let! Phe purpose of this discourse,* says Jere- " 


it be remembered is a mode of speech used my Taylor, in order to conscience is, that po 
by Kings, Prophets, Apostles, and very com- man lose his peace concerning the contrevert- 
monly by writers of the present day.* ‘ed articles and disputes of Christendom. !f ) 
"Swain un of the ploral provouns, is not only, al- | he enquires after trath enrneasiys as after 
lowed in certain compositions, but considered most. things o: greatconcernment : if he prays to 
proper. /¥Ve trust that no one supposes that we who God to assist, and uses those means which are 
are writing this note are more than one person. in his hand, and are his best for finding it; 


, ' \ 


‘if he be indifferent toany proposition, and 


In the above article we have made free use of | ree? me 
Yates’ ‘ Vindication of Unitarianism,’ which we re- | loves At bot for any consideration bat because 
be thinks it true ; if he will quit any interest, 


commend to our readers asa vindication indeed. | 
3 rather than dose @ truth; if he dares own 


‘whathe has found and believed ; and if he 
REASON. love it so much the more, by how much he 
. joa al ‘believes it more conducing to piety and the 
We not only avow the principle, shat rea- | honor of God: he has done what a good and 


son is to be our guide in the inte ati oe 
5 rpretation of). wise man should do ; he needs not regard 


Scripture, but we declare that w | ss 
ie sage Dyan 2 we know nota} what any man threatens, nor fear God’s au- 
higher act of disrespect and irreverence to | | 
he Gerd 6f Gek Gas be kee a “ote. 18% when a man of another sect threatens him 
icetien tind “oe i a hie —? hewn, | with damnation : for he that heartily endeavors ' 
ma. ee ee Ve eee” | to please God, and searches what his will ts 
pretation, exposes it io contempt bv attribat- | shat he may obey it, certainly loves God; 
: . . - i 4 S pa he I . 3Ou .™ 
ing to it communications, which could not® - hing that Sao God. can serish , 
e b . de 5 a a d ; ae ;and not ung i GVeESs 8) , CON p isle 
‘ave been made vy the same God, who is thie | : 
author of ourreason. ‘Ve profess none of | * Dyctor Dabitantium p. 755, ded, 
‘ satis alt Dade ae pee te se | ; 
that loyalty of faith which consists in impli- 
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ECCLESIAST¢#CAL POWER AND DOMINION AS- 
SUMED BY THE PRIESTHOOD. 


Harry would it have been for the Christ- 
jan world, had the succeasors of St. Peter re- 

garded his sacred directions, (1 Pet. 5 Ch.) 

imbibed the spirit of their Master and of his 
apostles, and supported the ministerial rela- 
| tion in conformity to the rules enjoined them. 
W But io subsequent periods, how many who) 
u bore the name of Christian ministers, inat- 
| tentive to apostolic precept and example, 

manifested the spirit of the world, assumed 
dominion over conscience, and ruled as lords 
of God’s heritage. 


I shall now briefly state the circumstances 
that introduced different orders of priests in- 
to (he Church, aad led to the establishment 


the parent Charch, were locatea as parish 
priests in the newly formed societies. But 
this separation of those who had once been 
members of the same Church was not coms 
plete. ‘hese were holden to be associated 
Churches ; and they were considered as hav- 
ing in a peculiar sense, a community of inter- 
eat. The m‘nisters of these respective soci- 
eties often had their meetings, to consult and 
advise with each other respecting measures 
designed to promote the cause of Christian 
truth and virtue. From respect to the parent 
Church, its misister, who having been select: 
ed for this office on account of distinguished 
talents, gravity, dc. was acknowledged as 
the moderator of these assemblics of the cler- 
gy. And in consequence of this ofiice, a dis- 
tinction was made between the terms Bishop 
and Elder. Inthe New Testament, and dur- 





of the offices of Bishops and Archbishops. 


} | Let us carry our reflections back to primi. 
live times, and consider the condition of the 

? professors of our religion in the age imme: 
diately following that of the apostles. At 
that time, the number of Christian disciples 

, composed a minor portion of the population 
of any city or village. Thena single Church 
embraced a large city, and perhaps a consid- 
erable extent of country. 


The body of professors generally were no- 
i viciates in our religion, ond required extraor- 
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dinary aitention from their spiritual inatruct- 


ers. Many of them, on account of their lo- 


the stated place of the public ministration of 
ihe word and ordinances of the gospel, even 
ra the most peaceable and quiet times of the 
Chorch. 

The members of the Christian community 
being thus situated, a custom early prevailed 
of ordaining two or more ministers of the 
same Church. These were co.equal in of 
fice, and mutually aidedin the performance 
of all the duites of the pastoral reiation 
among acommunity whose members were 
widely separated frum each other. As con- 
verts tothe Christian faith were multiplied, 
professors within the limits originally embra- 
ced by a single Church become too numerous 
ever to meetin one place for the purpose of 
public worship, or a pariicipation in the ordi- 
nances of the gospel. New Churches were 
therefore gathered in the same vity; or the 
8 distant members formed into distinct Church 
esin their own towns and villages; and it 
more frequently happened, that some of the 
ministers, who had been ordained pastors of 


‘ing the apostolic age, these were used synon- 
‘imously, and neither meant any thing more 
than the minister of a perticular Church ;— 


‘but now the minister of the parent Church 


'was, by way of distinction, denominated 
| Bishop, and the pastors of the newly formed 
pooesete were called Elders, and the united 
‘societies were call2da Diocese. In this way 
‘two order of ministers were established.— 
| Deacons originally were considerea as the 
aimoners of the Church ; and no service was 


performed by them, in the offices of public 
worsbip, hat serving tho bread and wine to 


}communicants, and providing materials for 
cal situation, could but occasionally attend! baptism: but when Churches were multi- 


plied, ane ministerial labors were increased, 
the Deacons were often requested to give 


cess of time candidates for the ministry were 
appointed Deacons, as a Station in which they 
might, with the more facility, prepare them- 
selves for the higher duties of the priesthood : 
Lor, to adopt the language of an ecclesiastical 
historian—** The Deacons, who scem at first 
to have been chosen merely in consequence 
of a particular exigence, as we learn from 
Acts vi. 1, to wit :—For the inspection of the 
poor, and the distribution of the charitable 
collections, were admitted very carly to an 
inferior part in the sacred ministry, such as 
attending the pastors in the discharge of re- 
Ingious offices, and acting under their direc- 


noviciate to the miaistry.” Finally, deacons 
were acmitted as a distinct, though inferior, 
class of the priesthood. 
orders of the ministry were established, bish- 
ops, elders or preshyters, and deacons. 





their aid in offices of worship; and in pro- 


tion. ‘The deaconship served in fact as a. 


In this way three 
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But tbe bishop of that age bore scarce any 
resembiance to the bishop of a later period, 
‘There was no revenue appropriated for the 
support of tae bishoprick : he claimed no au- 
thority over the presbyters, he exercised 
no spiritual jurisdiction over the associated 
Churches. Nor did the several orders of 
priests, as a body of ecclesiasticks, pretend to 
power and dominion in the Church, in right 
of their clerical office. The bishop was mere- 
ly the first among his brethren of the minis. 
try. In his name, invitation was given to the 
elders or presbyters of the diocese to meet, 
when their assembling was thought expedient ; 
and he acted as president in their meetings, 
But the rights of the brethren were not yet 
invaded. Bishops and elders were elected 
to oflice hy common suffrage ; and all trans- 
actions of the Church ia which there was a 
common interest, were managed in meetings 
of clergy and laity, as one united body, 


As the darkness of Paganism vanished be- 
fore the light of the gospel, Christian Church- 
es were multiplied; and, in consequence of 
it, a kingdom or province was sometimes di 
vided into several distinct dioceses. Circum- 
stances frequently rendered it expedient that 
the whole number of the clergy of a province 
or kingdom shoald be assembled in convoca- 
tion. For atime, the individual to preside 
sn this Convocation was elected from the bo- 
dy assembled, and his Commission expired 
with the business of the meeting; but it be- 
came a custom that the bishop of the capital 
city, where the assembly was holden, should 
preside in these assemblies; and in this in 
stance, as in many others, custom in time be- 
came law; and the bishop of the capital was 
acknowledged as the head of the clergy of 
his province or kingdom, and took the title 
of Primate, Metropolitan, or Archbishop,— 
out this system was not fully ripened till the 
Roman government became Christian. 

Bancrofi’s Sermons. 


—<a+ C— 


FUNDAMENTAL. 
(Continued from page 39.) 


A sincere disposition to receive whatever 
information God is pleased to give us, may be 
considered as equivalent in all cases to a 
right belief. Itis an assent already prepared 
to whatever doctrines God has revealed, and 
contains all the merit that there can be in the 
actual reception of them. A person for in- 
stance, who takes the New Testament for the 





——— 


rule of his taith, and studies to form iniz 
opinions by it, may be said to bere what. 
ever is revealed, though it shouia bapper 
that there are particular doctrines ther: 
taught to which (through uaavotdable mista 

he does net explicitly assent. By receivin” 
the book that contaios such doctrines, he 
gives a Virtual assent to them; and by mean- 
ing and endeavoring to extend bis faith as far 
as God requires, or reason anc evidence will 
warrant, he possesses all that is necessary or 
valuable in faith. 

As the determination of the will to right- 
eousness is the essential part of genuine vir- 
tue, the very thing that constitutes virtue ta 
every action; so the determination of the 
mind to truth is the essential part of genulae 
taith, and the very thing that gives faith its 
worth in every point. Andas, in order toa 
virtuous character, it is not necessary that ev- 
ery thing virtucus should be actually cxem- 
plified in our conduct; so neither is it neces- 
sary to an acceptable faith, that an actaal as- 
sent to every thing that is true should take 
place in our minds. ‘The faith of some may 
be more just than the faith of others, or if 
may include in it more articles; but as long 
as all have nothing but trath ultimately in 
view, they are all pursuing the same end, and 
have all one object of zeal and attachment. 

Observe, | always speak on the supposition 
that our desire to know God’s will is attended 
with faithful endeavors to discover tt. An 
affection to truth, that does not put us upon 
doing our best to find it out, can be nothing 
but a vain pretence; and if, indeed, any one 
neglects the proper means of informing his 
judgment, or is criminally hasty and careless 
in his enquiries, he is so far blameable and 
guilty. But then I must beg leave to add, 
that such a person is equally blameable, 
whether in conseyuence of such causes he 
happens to em race truth or error. Oae who 
inquires fairly and carefully before he be- 
lieves, may happen to be led to reject true 
doctrines, which he would not have rejected 
had he continued to swallow implicitly the 





principles of his education. This 1 say, 
theugh not likely te happen, may bappen, 
and when it does happen, there is in the one 
case perfect innocence, nay merit, though the 
rejection of truth bas proved the effect of ex- 
amination; and in the other case there is 
guilt, though the reception of truth has prov- 
fed the efiect of the neglect of examination. 
All depends, you should ever remember, on 





the intention and bent of the heart. Where 
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this 13 turned towards truth, wrong opinions 
will be accepted as ifthey were right; and 
on the contrary, where the heart is not thus 
turned, or a criminal negligence takes place, 
right opinions will be condemned as if they 
were false. In this, as in all other instances, 
the willis accepted for the deed. In the 
soul, where an affection to virtue reigns, God 
secs every latent virtue that bas not yet been 
called into action; and also in the pnder- 
standing where the desire of knowing God’s 
will reigns, he sees every part of the system 
of faith to which, through misapprehension or 
ignorance, the assent has not been yet given. 
1 wish with all my heart, that those who are 
disposed to censure others for their mistakes 
would consider this. ‘They will perhaps say, 
that it is not involuntary mistake or simple er- 
ror that they condemn in those who differ 
from them, but that neglect of the means of 
better information, and that wrong obstinacy 
from which those mistakes proceed. ‘Those 
who talk thus should be certain that their 
own opinions are not derived from any such 
causes; for if they are, it is out of doubt, 
that they are no less guilty than the very per 
son they censure, though their opinions 
should be perfectly right. 

In connexion with what I have now said, 
it should be remembered, that the very pur- 
pose of all religious principles is to produce 
that temper of mind which fam recommend- 
ing: and that their worth consists entirely in 
their tendency to this. Where this temper 
is found, there the end of religious truth is at. 
tained, and therefore nothing more can be es- 
sential. As muchas there is of a sincere de- 
sire to know and to do God’s will, in any 
opinions, so much have they of virtue in 
them ; and, as much as they want of this, so 
far they are in a moral account entirely in- 
significant. Seek this, then, in the first place. 
Seek above all things, humility, sincerity, 
piety, and right practice, and then be satisfied 
ihat you have reached the very excellence to 
which all doctiines should bring you; and 
without which, the most rigid orthodoxy is 
vanity, and the most extensive faith noth- 


ing buta system of notions floating in the | 


head and leaving the soul miserable. 
Dr. Price’s Sermons. 
(T'o be Continued.) 
+o 

PREVALENT ERROR. 
We hope all pessons, who venture to look 
upon these pages, will read with attention and 
candor the extracts we have made and shall 





make from Dr. Price,*‘ on the greater im- 
portance of right practice than a sound 
faith.” 

It is a disastrous error, though 2 very 
common notion, that our title to the Chris:- 
ian name and to the Christian’s hopes cag 
net be good, unless we adopt into our creed 
certain articles of. faith. ‘This error is of 
great age, and has always been a fruitful 
source of mischief and unhappiness. Wars 
the most ferocious and sanguinary have been 
occasioned by disagreement upon some misty 
point of speculation. Persecutions the most 
cruel and unrelenting have pursued those 
who have dared to dispute the infallibility of 
the sect in power. 

We live, thank God, in an age and coun- 
try where theelogical arguments are not ur- 
ged upon us at the point of the bayonet, nor 
the renunciation of our conscientious belief 
extorted on the rack, at the stake or in the 
loathsome dungeon. Defenders of the faith 
delivered to the saints at Nice, Geneva or 
Westminster, must now maintain their cause 
by appeals to the authority of age, the love 
of mystery or the superstition of men. Per- 
secution is now restricted to excommunica- 
tions and opprobrious epithets. But the fre- 
quent use which is made of these shews that 
that evil spirit has lost none of its malignity ; 


and proves to us how great and dangerous an 
etror it still is to suppose that an “‘ orthodox 


faith’’ is the one thing needful in religion. 


Faith is a word used in various senses.— 
Sometimes it implies an obedience to the 
commands and a Cultivation of the temper of 
Christ. Jn this sense Faith is, we readily 
grant, the sum and substance of our religion. 
But that this is not the sense in which most 
Christian sects attempt to enforce it upon 
their converts, we appeal to our readers. 


Toa person avxiously inquiring what he 
must do toinherit eternal life. would the an- 
swer given be such as our Lord and his apos- 
tles gave to the same inquiry ? Would he be 
referred to the instructions and example of 
Christ as alone sufficient to guide him to 
heaven ? On the contrary, we ask, would rot 
the diffcrent sects urge upon him their pecu- 


{liar tenets as all inportant? Would he not 


be told by one to believe the creed of Calvin, 
by another the creed of Arminius, by a 
third the creed of Hopkins ? 

Again, we would ask what are the terms 
of admission into most churches? Isit suffi- 





cient that a person ceclare his belief that 
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* Jesus is the Christ,’? profess to take the 
Bible for his rule of faith and practice, and 
evince his sincerity by a good life and con 
versatiog ? No—he must subscribe to the 
ereed of the church ; and sometimes he must 
comply with other requisitions equally un. 
authorized by scripture. 


And what are the most frequent causes of 
exconmunication from churches? Do we 
ever hear of a church member’s being ** dealt 
wiih’? for a censorious spirit, for the want of 
brotherly love, the want of charity? No— 
and yet St. Paul expressly declares charity, 
to be greater, more important far than faith. 
Bat are not cases constantly occurring of 
persous banished fron the Lord’s table, de- 
nied the ‘ellowship of * professing christians” 
treated with coldness and spoken of as to be 
avoided, for no other reason but because they 
conscientiously dissent from the prescribed 
faith? | 

No sooner is it noised abroad, that a broth- 
er has ‘‘ changed his seatiments,” than bigot- 
ry and intolerance give the alarm, shut their 
eyesand theiz ears, and with the cry of her- 
esy / heresy! drown the voice of him begging 
to be heard, and, with his Bible in his hand, 
offering to give the reasons for his faith,— 
Persecution at once plies all the instruments 


oftorture that are left her; and even friend- 
ship turns her back upon this once beloved 


and still deserving friend, or regards him 
with alook of sorrow of suspicion. 


Jesus Christ directs us to judge men by 
their fruits ; the Apostle Paul deciares (Gal. 
v. 22) that “the fruit of the Spirit is ove, 
joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, good- 
ness, faith, meekness, temperance.’’ Yet so 
perverted are the minds of many, that they 
judge others. to be Christians not by what 
they do, but by what they be/ieoe—not by the 
evidence they give in their ‘ datly walk’ that 
they love God and man, but by their readi- 
ness to subscribe to a given creed, and their, 
skill or zeal in defending the tenets of a sect. 
Of this fact there are alas ! abundant proofs. 
Some of them have been already. mentioned. 
One more shail suffice us. Most of our rea- 
ders know of a town that has been in a state 
of srreligious commotion for the last eight 
years. What was the cause? The former 
pastor, a man of excellent character, became 
convinced, after a most faithful and praver- 














ful examination of the Scriptures, that the| 
doctrine of the Trinity is not a doctrine of 
revelation, This was.‘ the head and front! 
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of hisolfending’’-—nothing else was alleged 
against him. And this led to those unhappy 
and unholy disputes, that have rent asunder 
the society, have destroyed the harmony of 
families, civided a husband from his wife, a 
wifé from her husband, a father from his 
son, a son. from his father, a mother from her 
daughter a daughter from her mother. Did 
the Rev. Mr.- seek to make this divis- 
ion ? did he proclaim his new faith a3 the 
standard to which all his people must sub- 
mit? no, nothing of the kind. However his 
opposers might think him in error, no one 
could find ought against him in his life and 
conversation. He continued the same faith- 
ful, diligent and patient instructer, the same 
amiable, condescending friend and neighbor, 
the same sincere, humble, inquiring Christ- 
ian. | 





It is far, very far from our wish to open 
afresh any wounds or irritate any feelings by 
this allusion to the unhappy circumstances 
of the town of —But we consider ita 
very forcible illustration of the direful effects. 
of the error we have been speaking of. If 
certain articles of faith had not been esteem- 
ed more important than charity andthe other 
christian graces—“‘fruits of the spirit’’——this 
disastrous commotion would never have aris- 


en, and Christ would not have been “ cruci- 
fied -afresi:, aud put tv vpew shame.”’ 





O then be assured, and ‘tell ye your child- 
ren of it, and let your children tell their 
children, and their children another genera- 
tion,’ that religion consisteth NOT in subscrib- 
ing to’a certain creed, but in cherishing pious af- 
fections towards God and in the exercise of char 
ity and benevolence towards our fellow men, 
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Let us study to glorify Gop by. premot. 
ing peace on earth and good will among men; 
particularly by endeavoring to propagate a 
conviction of: the following truth—a truth 
which | have often repeated, but cannot re- 
peat too often, and which could a due con: 
viction of it be workea into every mind, 
would make an end of wacharitableness, and 
cause all mankind to respect one another, 
amidst all their religious differences : ] mean 
the (rath, “ ‘hat,nothing is essential but an hon- 
est heart, nothing imporlant but a sincere. de: 
sire 19 know and to praetice the will of GOD.” 


Dr. Price’s Sermons. 
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ON THE EXCUSES OF THE IRRELIGIOUS,. 


Excuses for a neglect of religion are sug- 
gested by different seasons of life. Youth, in 
the fulness of its spirits, defers it to the sobri 
ety of manhood ; manhood, encumbered with 
cares, defers it to the leisure of old age; old 
age, weak and hesitating, is unable to enter 
on an untried mode of life. The excuses of 
youth are those which are most frequently 
offered, and most easily admitted. The re- 
strictions of religion, though proper enough 
for maturer age, are too severe, it is said, for 
this frolicsome and gladsome period. Its con- 
golations, too, they do not want. Leave them 
to prop the feeble limbs of old age, orto 
cheer the sinking spirits of adversity. Faise 
and pernicious maxim! As if, at the end of a 
stated number of years, a man could become 
religious inamoment! As if the husoandman, 
at the end of summer, could call up a harvest 
from the soil which he had never tilled! As 
if manhood, too. would have no excuses! And 
what are they? That he has grown too old 
toamend. That his parents took no pains 
with his religious ecucation, and therefore his 
ignorance is not hisown fault. That he must 
be making provision for old age ; and that the 
pressure of cares will allow him no time to 
attend to the evidences, or Jearn the rules of 
religion. Thus life is spent in framing apolo- 
gies, in making and Licakiug rcovlutions, and 
protracting amendment, till death places bis 
cold hand on the mouth open to make its last 
excuse, and one more is added to the crowd- 
ed congregation of the dead. 

Such are the excuses which irreligion of- 
fers. Could vou have believed, that they 
were so empty, so unworthy, so hollow, so ab- 
surd? And shall such excuses be offered to 
the God of heaven and earth? By such 
apologies shall man insult bis Creator? Shall 
he hope to flatter the ear of omnipotence, and 
beguile the observation of an omniscient spir- 
it? Think you, that such excnses will gain 
new importance in their ascent to the throne 
of the Majesty on high? Will you trust the 
interests of eternity in the hands of these su- 
perficial advocates? You ktave pleaded your 
incessant occupation. Exhibit then the re- 
sult of youremployment. Have you nothing 
to produce but these bags of gold, these pal. 
aces and farms, these bundles of cares and 
heaps of vexations? Is the eye of Heaven to 
be dazeled by an exhibition of property, an 
ostentatious shew of treasares? You surely 
produce not all these wasted hours, to prove 
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that you have had no time for religion. It is 
an insult to the Majesty of Heaven. Again, 
you have pleaded your youth, and you have 
pleaded your ages Which of these do you 
choose to maintain at the bar of Heaven ?— 
Such trifling would not be admitted in the in- 
tercourse of men, and do you think it will 
avail more with Almighty God. 

It must however be acknowledged, there is 
some glimmering of hope, that the man who 
apologizes is willing to amend. God preserve 
us from that obduracy of wickedness, which 
disdains to palliate a crime; from that hardi- 
hood of unbelief, which will not give evena 
weak reason, and which derides the offer of 
an excuse. But remember, my friends, the 
season of apologies is passing away. All our 
eloquent cefences of ourselves must soon 


cease. Death stiffens the smooth tongne of 


flattery, and blots out, with one stroke, all the 
ingenious excuses, which we have spent our 
lives in framing. |= Buckminster’s Sermons. 


—< 4+ Oo— 
The one Thing needful. Luke x. 42. 


Wuy should we waste, in trifling cares, 
The lives divine compassion spares, 
While, in the various range of thought, 
The one thing needful is forgot? 
Shall God invite as from above, 

Shall Jesus urge his dying love, 

Shall wakened conscience give ns pain, 
And all these pleas unite in vain ? 


Not so our eyes will always view 
The objects which we now pursue ; 
Not so eternity appear, 
When death’s decisive hour is near, 
Almighty God! thine aid impart 
To fix conviction on the heart : 
Thy power can clear the darkest eyes, 
And make the haughtiest scorner wise. 
Doddridge, alt’d. 
— 52 +o 

Eternal bliss, and lasting wo, 
Hang on this span of life below, 

This short, uncertain breath ; 
My heavenly Father only knows, 
Whether another day shall close, 

Ere | expire in death. 


Before thy throne, great God! I bow, 

And, in these solemn moments, now 
Would learn my real state ; 

While life, and health, and time endure, 

May | thy pardoning grace secure, 


Before it be too late. Ex. Cod, 
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